APPLICATION CRITERIA
Best Centre of ICAR-AICRP on Cotton-2025-26
ICAR-Central Institute for Cotton Research, Nagpur

Important Note:
· To encourage healthy competition among ICAR-AICRP on Cotton centers (including voluntary centers), it has decided from this year onwards to recognize Best Center of ICAR-AICRP on Cotton 
· The information of last two years i.e. 2024-25 and 2025-26 may be considered for the Award of 2025-26.
· Eligibility criterion: Regular ICAR-AICRP on Cotton centers or voluntary centers approved from AICRP cell (any change of location made at the center level will not be considered) will be eligible for the award.

· Award winning center will be eligible to reapply for the same Award only after a three-year cooling-off period.
· The application should be prepared strictly and concisely as per the below format and criteria and one combined PDF file (Application and supporting documents) to be sent through email to Director, ICAR-CICR, Nagpur (cicrnagpur@gmail.com) and copy to Nodal Officer, AICRP on Cotton (aicrpcotton.cicr@gmail.com) on or before 10th March, 2026 
Selection criterion:

	Data quality

Whether data booklets have been filled and submitted in right format (5.0 mark), with no rejection of data since last two years (10 marks).
	15 marks

	Monitoring team report

Monitoring team report and their evaluation will be taken into consideration. Mainly will cover the quality of experimentation (including sticking to sowing plan, field data recording, plant protection measures, hygiene of the field etc.) Excellent: 5 marks; very good: 4 marks; good: 2 marks
	10 marks

	Station research activities

Includes the overall research activities other than AICRP trial execution. Breeding (9 marks), Agronomy (2.0 marks), Entomology (2.0 marks), Pathology (2.0 marks) If position for any discipline is missing at the center that marks will be distributed to other disciplines proportionately. 10 marks in breeding is splited as follows:
Germplasm holding (maximum 2 marks): <100 – 0.5 marks, 100-500 – 1.0 marks, and >500 – 2 marks

Germplasm registration (maximum 2 marks): 0.5 marks per registration

Average segregating generations handled per year (maximum 2 marks): <100 – 0.5 mark, 100-250 – 1 mark, and >500 – 2 marks

Station trial size and coordination with other disciplines in the research: 1 marks
Splitting of 2.0 marks in other disciplines: 1 mark per Technology gone to state department of agriculture (maximum 2 marks for technology), any research programme other than AICRP with significance (0.5 marks per experiment), respective PIs will make the objective assessment

If any AICRP scientist wins externally funded project 1 marks/project will be given(2.0 marks)
	15 marks

	Publications

1.0 Mark
NAAS Ratting 6.0 and above

0.5 Marks
NAAS Rating less than 6.0 

Publications made by scientists of the ICAR-AICRP on Cotton center will only be considered. No consideration will be made for the publications led by ICAR-CICR scientists. Publications only on cotton will be considered.
	5 marks

	Products/Technology developed

Varieties/Hybrids released

National level (Max 5.0 marks): 2.0 marks for each

Zonal level (5.0 marks): 1.0 mark for each

State level (5.0 marks): 0.5 mark for each
Promotion of entries (5.0 marks): 1.0 mark/promoted entries

Technology published in package of practices (5.0 marks): 1.0 marks/technology
	25 marks

	Seed production
Targeted and achieved seed production, <50% of target – 0 mark; 50-60% of target – 2 mark, 60-75% of target – 4 marks, 75-90% of target – 6 marks, 80-95% of target – 8 marks, 95% or above of target – 10 marks
	10 marks

	Extension activities

Successful execution percentage of FLDs/TSPs (Maximum of 2.5 marks): <50% – 0 mark, 50-75% – 0.5 mark, 75-90% – 1 mark, >90% – 1.5 marks
0.5 marks per other extension activities like Kisan mela, radio talk etc.
	5 marks

	Quality & quantity of seeds of the entries/checks contributed by the centers

Whether seeds of the checks/entries supplied in right quantity and quality. If a center has not contributed any entry there will be 0 marks
	5 marks

	Financial compliance

Fund utilization and timely submission of AUC (2.5 marks for each year)
	5 marks

	Recognition to any ICAR-AICRP on Cotton scientist at state or national level
1 mark per national recognition and 0.5 mark per state recognition
	5 marks


Selection process: Each ICAR-AICRP on Cotton center will submit the application in prescribed format. A duly constituted committee will review the application and submit the recommendation to the Director, ICAR-CICR Nagpur, who in turn will take the final decision.
In addition to regular ICAR-AICRP on Cotton centers, private partners will also be recognized and one prize to best contributing partner will be given. The criteria will be as follows:

1. Release of hybrids at National level (20 marks): 5.0 marks/hybrid

2. Release of hybrids at Zonal level (20.0 marks): 4.0 marks/hybrid

3. Contribution of entries in AICRP (10 marks): 1.0 mark/entry

Prize: A certificate and a Memento
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