
ICAR -CICR holds Cotton Stakeholders workshop  

on measures to enhance cotton productivity on 7th May 2022 

To commemorate AzaadiKe Amrut Mahotsav series, city based ICAR-Central Institute for 

Cotton Research (CICR), organized a "Stakeholders Interface workshop- Pre-

Kharif consultation on technologies and best practices for enhancing cotton productivityò on 

7th May, 2022 at VANAMATI, Nagpur in association with Dr. PDKV, Akola, Department of 

Agriculture, Nagpur Division. at VANAMATI, Nagpur. Shri. Sunil Chhatrapal Kedar, Honôble 

Minister of Animal Husbandry, Dairy Development, Sports & Youth Welfare, (Cabinet 

Minister Govt. of Maharashtra) graced the event as Chief Guest. Dr.C. D. Mayee, Ex-Chairman 

(ASRB) & Ex-Director (ICAR-CICR), Dr. V.M Bhale, Honôble Vice Chancellor, Dr PDKV, 

Akola, Maharashtra and Dr. A. L. Waghmare, Director, DCD, GoI, and Shri Ravindra Bhosle, 

JDA, Nagpur Division were the other dignitaries present.  

Shri. Kedar, Honôble Minister in his inaugural address reiterated Mahatma Gandhijiôs principle 

that, strength of a nation lies in rural areas and emphasized the need of good extension so as to 

take research benefits to villages. He advocated use of PROM fertilizer and neem based 

formulations for natural cotton farming.  Dr. Mayee in his address opined the necessity to make 

HtBt cotton legal and shared about the Bandhan project and its contribution in controlling pink 

boll worm thereby enhancing the cotton productivity. Dr. Bhale, Honôble Vice Chancellor 

spoke on the need to use plant shedders on hiring basis for crop residue management, use of 

pheromone traps. Dr. Y. G. Prasad, Director, ICAR-CICR briefed on the production and 

protection strategies to enhance cotton productivity in Maharashtra. The scalable technologies 

ICAR-CICR has improvised include High Density Planting System for rainfed marginal soils 

to enhance cotton yield and climate resilience, canopy and nutrient management for 

rationalizing fertilizer, legume-based intercropping for improving soil health, IPM/IRM 

strategy for pest and disease management and Poly-mulch with drip technology wherever 

irrigation facility is there.  He also mentioned in brief about the superior high yielding cotton 

varieties released from ICAR-CICR during last two years which includes 8 Bt varieties and, 

several non Bt/desi varieties for organic niche markets. Five progressive cotton farmers were 

felicitated at the hands of Sh. Sunil Kedar who also shared their beneficial experiences on 

adoption of production and protection management techniques.  There was also a talk on Smart 

cotton prakalp delivered by Sh. Jayesh Mahajan, Project Manager in which he mentioned about 

the cotton value chain development, e-market plan and fibre to fabric. 

More than 350 farmers from villages of Wardha, Amaravati, Akola, Umred, Chandrapur, 

Gadchirolli participated and each were provided with inputs such as pheromone traps with lure, 

Trichoderma culture and printed leaflets on safe pesticide application as well as pink bollworm 

and boll rot management in cotton. Farmers were also showcased with latest cotton 

technologies developed at ICAR-CICR through an exhibition. Thereafter, a detailed discussion 

was held to formulate cotton action plan for the coming kharif which was attended by officials 

including VC, PDKV, Director and Heads of Divisions of ICAR-CICR, Director, DCD and 

Head, GTC. 

A technical session was also conducted for farmers which included interactive lectures on 

Improved Cotton Varieties by Dr. V. N. Waghmare, CICR, Nagpur and Dr. Nilkanth R 

Potduke, Dr. PDKV, Akola; High Density Planting System by Dr. Ramakrushna GI, Weed 

Management by Dr. A. R. Raju, Pest and Disease management by Dr. Vishlesh Nagrare, 

Scientists from ICAR-CICR, Nagpur and Post-harvest management by Dr. S. K. Shukla, Head, 

GTC, Nagpur. The meeting concluded with the vote of thanks proposed by Dr. Sunil Rokde, 

Head I/c, KVK, ICAR-CICR, Nagpur. 

 

 

 



 

Shri. Sunil Chhatrapal Kedar, Honôble Minister of Animal Husbandry, Dairy Development, Sports 

& Youth Welfare, (Cabinet Minister Govt. of Maharashtra) felicitating a progressive cotton farmer 

during the Stakeholders interface workshop ñPre-kharif consultation on technologies and best 

practices for enhancing cotton productivityòat VANAMATI, Nagpur. Dr. C. D. Mayee, Ex-Chairman 

(ASRB) & Ex-Director (ICAR-CICR), Dr. V.M Bhale, Honôble Vice Chancellor, Dr PDKV, Akola, 

Maharashtra, Dr. Y. G. Prasad, Director, ICAR-CICR, Nagpur, Dr. A. L. Waghmare, Director, DCD, 

GoI, and Shri Ravindra Bhosle, JDA, Nagpur Division, are also seen 

 

 
Shri. Sunil ChhatrapalKedar, Honôble Minister of Animal Husbandry, Dairy Development, Sports & 

Youth Welfare, (Cabinet Minister Govt. of Maharashtra) addressing in the Stakeholders interface 

workshop ñPre-kharif consultation on technologies and best practices for enhancing cotton 

productivityòat VANAMATI, Nagpur. Dr. C. D. Mayee, Ex-Chairman (ASRB) & Ex-Director 

(ICAR-CICR), Dr. V.M Bhale, Honôble Vice Chancellor, Dr PDKV, Akola, Maharashtra,  

Dr. Y. G. Prasad, Director, ICAR-CICR, Nagpur, Dr. A. L. Waghmare, Director, DCD, GoI, and 

Shri Ravindra Bhosle, JDA, Nagpur Division are also seen 

 

 



 

Dr. Y. G. Prasad, Director, ICAR-CICR, Nagpur addressing the farmers 

 

 

Dr. C. D. Mayee, Ex-Chairman (ASRB) & Ex-Director (ICAR -CICR)  addressing the 

gathering 

 

  



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

  
 

  
 

  
 
               

Technical Session 


