ICAR-CICR organized Kapas Mela 2022
Dr. C. D. Mayee, Former Chairman, Agricultural Scientist Recruitment Board (ASRB)and former
Agriculture Commissioner, GoI strongly advocated for community farming approach in cotton
to reduce cost of cultivation and realize higher crop productivity especially in Vidarbha. He
was speaking as Chief Guest on the occasion of KAPAS MELA-2022 organized by ICAR- CICR,
Nagpur at its campus on Thursday, 24th November 2022. Community farming (2-3 clusters
together growing same hybrid/variety), Dr. Mayee emphasized, will enable small farmers to
follow mechanization from sowing to harvesting reaping higher benefits.
Dr. Y.G. Prasad, Director, ICAR-CICR, Nagpur in his opening address gave a glimpse of CICR
initiatives for large scale demonstration of high-density planting method of cotton cultivation
in light soils across the country with early maturing compact genotypes for enhancing cotton
productivity, Scaling up of drip-fertigation-mulch technology conducting diagnostic survey of
production practices in 10 cotton growing districts of Maharashtra by interviewing 3000
farmers to prepare specific district specific plans of best practices for higher yield and
profitability. Demonstration on use of drones for application of agrochemicals is cotton and
rabi crops is planned with the support of KVK and state department of agriculture.
Heads of various Divisions namely, Dr. D. Blaise, Dr V. N. Waghmare, Dr. Nandini Gokte and
Dr M. V. Venugopalan also addressed the farmers who came from different villages from
Wardha, Nagpur and Akola districts to attend the Mela. Three progressive farmers from
Wardha, Hinganghat and Akola shared their successful experiences on HDPS and organic
cotton.
During the technical session, Mrs. Pragati Gokhle, Advisor, Rajiv Gandhi Science and
Technology Commission delivered a talk on “Mission: Mera mobile Mera Marketing” through
Market Mirchi app to connect farmers to buyers for wider marketing and better price
realization.
Scientist from ICAR-CICR namely, Dr. Vishlesh Nagrare, Dr. Sunil Mahajan, Dr. Ramkrushna
and Dr. Dipak Nagrale gave talks on various aspects of cotton research which was followed
by farmer-Scientist interaction. An exhibition on cotton production and protection technologies
developed by ICAR-CICR was showcased for farmers. A stall by CICR-KVK on various valueadded food products prepared by SHGs under ARYA trainees was also put up. Dr. Jayant
Meshram, Nodal Officer, SCSP proposed the vote of thanks.

