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Assessment of pink bollworm incidence on Bt- cotton in Andhra Pradesh 
 

Team of Scientists including Dr. V. Chinna Babu Naik, Scientist (Entomology), CICR, Nagpur (ICAR Nominee), Dr V. Chenga Reddy, 
Principal Scientist (Cotton), RARS, Lam - Convener, Dr. Y Rama Reddy, PS (Br), RARS, Nandyal- Member, Dr B. Sreelakshmi, PS (Plant 
Pathology), RARS, Lam - Member and Dr N.V.V.S. Durga Prasad, Senior Scientist (Ento), RARS, Lam- Member as recommended by 
Director, CICR, Nagpur visited districts of Andhra Pradesh to assess Bt cotton crop  infested with pink bollworm attacks . The team 
surveyed the major Bt-cotton growing districts (Anantapur, Kurnool, Kadapa, Guntur, Prakasam and Krishna) in Andhra Pradesh from 
6th to 10th December, 2015. In Guntur the highest infestation of pink bollworm in green bolls (65.6%) was observed followed by 
Kurnool (55.7%), Anantapur (41.57%), Prakasam (33.6%), Kadapa (29.33%) and Krishna (6.66 %). The pink bollworm infestation in 
open bolls was also observed highest in Guntur (37.5%) followed by Anantapur (36.8%), Kurnool (27.9%), Prakasam (23.00%), Kadapa 
(19.9 %) and Krishna (1.11 %).  The crop was 100-180 days old and 2-3 pickings were over in majority of the fields visited by the team 
at the time of survey. 
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MGMG - Group Discussion in Alika, Begu and Rangari ( Sirsa) 
A group discussion was organized in adopted village Alika, Sirsa on 29 
December 2015 under ‘Mera Gaon Mera Gaurav’ in which around 50 farmers 
participated. Dr. R. A. Meena and Shri Veer Singh  from CICR Regional Station, 
guided the farmers. During the  discussion, the farmers were asking fertilizer 
requirement in standing wheat crop. They were advised to use recommended 
package of practices  in wheat. Yellow rust in wheat was observed a major 
problem in the area,  farmers were suggested to take the remedial measures 
accordingly. At the end , the pamphlets based on  information about 
identification of diseases and its control measures were also distributed to 
farmers.  
Discussion on Soil Health held in Girad Cluster, Wardha district 
Under “Mera Gaon Mera Gaurav” programme the multidisciplinary team of scientists comprising of Dr. Nandini Narkhedkar 
(Nematologist), Dr. Saravanan (Plant Breeding), Dr. Shailesh Gawande (Plant Pathology) and Mr. Joy Das (Plant Biotechnology) from 
ICAR-CICR, Nagpur visited five cluster Villages of Girad cluster, Wardha district viz., Arvi, Mohgaon, Faridpur, Shivanphal and 
Jogingumpha on 22 nd Dec., 2015 and collected soil samples for preparation of soil health cards. The team along with Staff of Magan 
Sangrahalaya, Girad discussed with  villagers and explained to them the procedure of collection of soil samples.  Dr. Nandini 
Narkhedkar and Dr. Gawande elaborated the need for soil nutrient analysis and its benefit and requested the farmers to utilize this 
opportunity. Soil sampling was initiated with 10 fields from each village along with required information viz., GPS location of the 
fields, survey number, previous crop taken, existing crops and next crop planned, aadhar number and farmers contact phone 
numbers as per the format provided by CICR. The team assured the farmers that soil health cards for the samples collected would be 
provided before the next cropping season. 
 

  

  
 

Other Activities 
Dr. P. Nalayini, Principal Scientist (Agronomy) evaluated a Ph. D Thesis on  Delivery of Encapsulated Glyphosate Herbicide Matrix Conjugated with 
Catalytic Nanoparticles to Improve Translocation and Control of Purple Nutsedge ( Cyperus rotundus L.) by Ms. N. Viji and Conducted the final viva 
voce on 30.12.2015 at Agricultural College and Research Institute, Madurai Campus of TNAU. 
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Newspaper coverage 
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