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9 One - day Cotton Seminar
| i ga organized under NFSM for North

Zone
at ICAR-CICR Regional Station, Sirsa

| One day cotton seminar was organized jointly by Department of Agriculture,
Cooperation and Farmers Welfare and Indian Council of Agricultural Research,
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare under National Food Security Mission
. (NFSM) for North Zone on 8th February 2016 at ICAR-CICR Regional Station,
Sirsa, Haryana.

An event on “Cleanliness Mission of weed eradication for whitefly and Cotton Leaf
Curl Disease management” under the umbrella of “Swatch Bharat” was organized
on the occasion which was graced by The Hon’ble DDG (CS), ICAR along with the
g other dignitaries. The programme was planned with a view to create awareness
* among the scientists and agricultural extension officials to remove whitefly hosts

« including weeds near the field bunds and the fellow lands. Dr. K. R. Kranthi
Director-CICR, Dr A. H. Prakash, Project Coordinator & Head, CICR, Regional
Station, Coimbatore, Dr. D. Monga, Head CICR RS Sirsa, Dr S. K. Malhotra, Agri.

Commissioner, Dr. S.N. Sushil PPA, Dr. AP Singh Additional Commissioner (Crops)
! and Directors of Research & Directors of Extension and their representatives from
PAU, HAU, RAU; Regional Directors of SAUs stations from Bhatinda, Faridkot,
Sirsa and Joint Directors/Deputy Directors (Agri.), Chief Agricultural Officers, KVK
_, in charges from Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan along with the CICR Regional Station

. and Coimbatore staff and NGO representatives from BCI also participated in the
event.

The basic theme of the seminar was to discuss and finalize the strategies for
whitefly management with special reference to tolerant hybrids and spray schedule.
Hon’ble DDG (CS) stressed on important points like subsidy on desi cotton seed,
timely sowing, timely canal water availability, N application management, label
claim pesticides availability, check on spurious pesticides, weed and insect pest
management, use of suction/yellow sticky traps. He also emphasized that CICR
Sirsa will act as a nodal point with close coordination of three states. He also made
a mention about the container management project of pesticide companies and the
need to start such activity in few villages in the region.
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Dr. SK Malhotra, Agri. Commissioner, GOI cited possible reason for the epidemic
due to mono cropping, erratic weather, excess use of chemical pesticides etc.

He emphasized for development of our own transgenic with multiple resistance
through pyramiding of genes, proper pest monitoring and advisory services for the
farmers through M-portal SMS, etc. Dr S. N. Sushil, PPA, GOI advised for need of
more options with respect to insecticides as a total of 35 pesticides were
recommended for whitefly management. Dr. Kranthi, Director CICR, stressed that
whitefly management should follow four steps in a matrix i.e. timely sowing; use of
tolerant varieties, proper urea management and IRM based IPM. Dr. A H Prakash,
PC (AICRP on Cotton) briefed about the activities carried out under AICCP for
whitefly management in North Zone. Dr Rishi Kumar, Principal Scientist, Agricultural
Entomology from the Regional Station presented the data of resistance
development generated on insecticides commonly used against the whiteflies and
research plan for 2016. The representative of the State Agricultural University
presented their respective strategies in the meeting. This was followed by inputs
and preparedness of state departments of agriculture of the region. Later the
participants in general raised several important issues which were discussed during
the program.
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Mantis bug waiting for its prey
i

BATHINDA | TUESDAY | 9 FEBRUARY 2016
ke

Experts discuss ways
to control thteﬂy |

Nogiotxs fmn el i
Council of Agriculture

Research (ICAR), agricul-
ture universities and offi-
cials from the Agriculture
Departments of Haryana,
Punjab and Rajasthan have
come out with a common

Dr Jeet Singh Sandhu, control whitefly. bean and pulses also. The
Deputy Director General  The Sirsa-based regional mext target could be pota-
(Crop.  Sciences), ICAR, station of the CICR has toes," said Sandhu, while
headed the ‘strategic been made the nodal cen- talking to The Tribune.
review meeting for theman-  tre for the purpose. He said a common adviso-
agement of whitefly' at the  Cotton crop had suffered ry had been developed by

50 to 100 per cent damage  the ICAR, CldLﬂnndhm-y
. in Bhiwani, Hisar, Jind, Charan
Fatehabad and Sirsa dis- mmmmvmmny His-
tricts of Haryana; Mou ar, Pmu.lhwlculuAmUm
Faridkot, and
nala districts of Pwulh qulhanA;ﬂnihnUm
and Hanumangarh and Sri  versity, mnne;mmmuw
Ganganagar. districts of  challenge this
- Rajasthan last year, ’Wevnllbelnl-heﬁeldfﬂr
cides, bringing mare land The crop was grown on 14 four months after the cotton
under desi cotton and hold. is sown in May this year We
ing monthly review meet- in  will also reach out to farm-
ings among others. " ers through voice messages

Besides, environment-  in i under the eKapas pro-
friendly methods such as  hectares in Rajasthan. gramme,” said Dr Dali
suction pumps and yellow  “Whitefly not only dam-
“psticky traps have also aged cotton, but other

Niies
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